BUILDING COMMISSION’S GUIDELINES FOR 

STORM SHELTERS ON STATE PROPERTY
The Building Commission is responsible for enforcing the State Building Code for buildings located on state property. When a storm shelter is built on state property, it must comply with the requirements of the Building Commission and the State Building Code. The following guidelines are provided to assist with understanding the requirements of the Building Commission. It is highly recommended that grant recipients with storm shelters on state property review the detailed information, including additional information on storm shelter requirements and the Building Commission’s Manual of Procedures, that is available online at our website: www.bc.alabama.gov. A general summary of the Building Commission’s requirements is listed below:
State Building Code: The Building Commission has adopted the ICC/NSSA Standard for the Design and Construction of Storm Shelters (ICC 500-2008) as the minimum building codes for storm shelters located on state property. In case of a conflict between the State Building Code, local codes, the Life Safety Code (which is enforced by the State Fire Marshal), FEMA 361 or other codes or requirements, the most stringent requirements shall prevail.
Plan Review Submittal Requirements: Plans and specifications for the bid documents shall be submitted to the Technical Staff of the Building Commission for review for compliance with the State Building Code. Final approval shall be obtained prior to bidding to insure that the Technical Staff’s comments are incorporated into the final bid documents. Plans and specifications must be prepared and sealed by a full professional design team composed of architects and engineers, registered in Alabama.
Pre-Fabricated Storm Shelters: Plans for pre-fabricated or pre-manufactured storm shelters located on state property must be submitted to both the Building Commission and the Alabama Manufactured Housing Commission for review, approval and inspection.
Inspections Required: Storm shelters on state property shall be inspected by the Building Commission for life safety and code compliance.
Mandatory Documents: Under ICC 500, the contractor is required to complete a “Contractor’s Statement of Responsibility” and submit it to the Building Commission Inspector before the start of construction. A copy of the Quality Assurance Plan as prepared by the Design Professional must be attached to this statement. At the completion of the project and at the Final Inspection, the structural engineer of record must complete and submit the “Certification of Structural Observations” to the Building Commission Inspector.
Certificate of Substantial Completion: A Certificate of Substantial Completion is required for all storm shelters on state property. The “Certification of Structural Observations” must be attached to the Certificate of Substantial Completion. A storm shelter that is part of a larger project (i.e. new school) can be included in the Certificate of Substantial Completion for the entire project. The Certificate of Substantial Completion is not valid until it has been signed by all parties.
This guideline is not intended to cover all of the procedures and requirements of the Building Commission. Additional information is available online or you may contact us at (334) 242-4082 with your questions.
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