

GUIDELINES FOR ELEVATION PROJECT (S)
Overview: The guidance contained herein supplements 44 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Section 206.  

ELEVATION PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS: Application must include elevation plans, specifications, list of required materials, and labor costs prepared by a registered engineer/architect.  The form for reporting elevation project cost estimates is attached. Reasonable cost associated with reparation of engineering/architect elevation plans, specifications and cost estimates are eligible for reimbursement.

	Guidelines

	1. Each structure proposed for elevation under the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program must have all necessary state and local permits, meet applicable building codes and management ordinance requirements, and applicable state and federal environmental coordination prior to FEMA approval for funding.

	2. Owners of structures elevated with funding from the HMGP must maintain flood insurance for the life of the structure. In the event of a change in ownership all future owners must carry National Flood Insurance.

	3. Primary consideration for funding will be given to candidate structures that are the owner’s primary residence.  Secondary or rental residences are eligible for funding and will be considered if they are insured under the NFIP and/or have history of repetitive losses and claims against the National Flood Insurance Program or other Federal Disaster Assistance Programs

	4. Elevation projects must be cost effective, as determined by FEMA.

	5. Elevating structures in a regulatory floodway is strongly discouraged by FEMA.  (44 CFR (d) (3)) Eligibility for funding such projects will be considered by FEMA on a case by case basis.

	6. Candidate structures must be structurally sound and capable of being raised safely as certified by an Engineer/Architect.

	7. In cases where existing floor systems have been inadequately designed or constructed the property owner will bear the cost of rehabilitation related to such inadequacies.  

	8. Foundation repair is an eligible cost only if necessary for the safe elevation of the structure.   

	9. Property owners must execute an agreement that restricts the use of the structure’s ground floor.  This open space   must be NFIP compliant.  If a garage or utility room is being considered it must be NFIP compliant.  (44 CFR (c) (5))

	10. Reimbursement will be available for elevation projects where the lowest floor and all associated systems, (i.e., mechanical, electrical, etc) are raised a minimum of 2-feet above base flood elevation (BFE) or meet/exceed the minimum requirements of the local floodplain management ordinance whichever is greater.  Special consideration should be given to projects that are to be elevated above these minimum requirements.

	11. The proposed method of elevation must be the lowest cost alternative as determined by the Engineer/Architect.

	12. A concrete slab under a structure proposed for elevation is not eligible for funding.  

	13. Where structures have an attached garage and will be elevated to at least 8 feet of clear space. The garage may be moved under the structure as long as the garage does not exceed the footprint area of the original garage and is in compliance with NFIP requirements. (44 CFR (c) (5)) as the garage does not exceed the footprint area of the original garage and is in compliance with      NFIP requirements. (44 CFR ( c) (5))

	14. Where owners or members of the owner’s family are permanently physically handicapped a physician’s certification will be required before an elevation project that includes handicapped access is approved by FEMA.  Only one handicapped access, such as a ramp or mechanical chair lift, will be eligible for funding.  The access must be designed to meet ADA requirements as well as local and/or State codes.  

	15. A decision as to whether to raise, replace, or remove a chimney(s) during elevation shall be based on structural integrity and cost effectiveness.  

	16. Cost for aesthetic improvements or new landscaping are not eligible for reimbursement.  In general, foundation elements, insulation, and appropriate adjustments to utilities, mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems are eligible for reimbursement to the extent they must be altered to accomplish the elevation.  If elements are in compliance with local codes and restrictions, and if continued use of any elements becomes unsuitable or unsafe as a result of elevation, their replacement may be eligible for funding.

	17. Where existing utility lines have deteriorated or do not meet code requirements, additional cost to repair such facilities shall not be eligible for reimbursement. Cost for replacement of utility service components that are undersized, of inadequate capacity, or are unsafe, shall be borne by the owner.  Where HVAC systems are expanded or increased in size and capacity, the owner shall bear any such cost beyond the minimum replacement.

	18. Only the cost of elevation is eligible for reimbursement.  No funds will be provided to replace, restore, or repair the structure. No additions to the habitable spaces of the structure will be eligible for reimbursement. 

	19. Where, due to elevation, it is no longer possible to place central service equipment below the lowest floor, the cost of constructing a properly elevated utility, not to exceed 100 square feet, is eligible for reimbursement.  Cost to construct utility rooms larger that 100 square feet will be the responsibility of the owner.

	20. Where below grade living space will be eliminated due to elevation, the cost to construct equivalent, like replacement living space at the minimum required elevation is eligible. 

	21. Costs to elevate existing porches and decks are eligible but not the cost of building a new porch or deck.  

	22. Elevations should not be undertaken in the middle of an area of acquisition, demolition, and/or relocation where such involves the acquisition of entire subdivisions.  Elevation of homes in areas where only a few homes are slated for acquisition will be considered eligible for funding, however, such projects will be considered on a case by case basis. 

	23. All Section 404 elevation costs are to be separated from any other costs associated with the structure, such as Community Development Block Grant renovation and/or rehabilitation, and must be clearly identified and capable of verification. All project costs must be documented.

	24. Donated labor and/or materials, owner’s labor or not-for-profit donations of labor or materials are not eligible for reimbursement.

	25. Cost to replace cosmetic coverings such as brick veneer is eligible only if removing such covering is required by the project.

	26. Protective measures for sediment and erosion control must be placed between an elevation project work area and any body of water i.e. wetlands, river, lake, etc.

	27. A certificate of completion must be signed by the contractor stating that the elevation project was constructed in accordance with the plans and specifications approved by FEMA and in compliance with FEMA elevation guidelines.

	28. Pre Disaster damage-any pre-existing damage to a structure prior to the storm event is not eligible for Federal funds unless it can be documented the damage was caused by previous flooding. 
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