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SUBJECT: The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (“FAST Act”)

The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (“FAST Act”) was signed into law on December
4,2015. The law is an appropriation that implements a long-term national transportation spending
package. This new legislation provides some “emergency exemptions” and expedited procedures
for Environmental and Historic Preservation (EHP) review and permitting. The provisions may
apply to disaster reconstruction projects when the facility is being returned to pre-disaster capacity,
dimensions, and design. Any changes to pre-disaster capacity, dimensions, and design would
require a standard EHP review.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and its federal partners are working to
define how this provision of the FAST Act applies to their programs and how to implement it if it
does. Given the complexity of the FAST Act’s provisions, it will take time for federal agencies to
develop procedures to implement its requirements. Until then, FEMA’s standard EHP review
process, outlined in Part 10 of Title 44 of the Code of Federal Regulations, remains in effect. The
Alabama Emergency Management Agency and FEMA are committed to continuing
implementation of the Public Assistance Program, and are working with our state and federal
resource agency partners to conduct EHP reviews as expeditiously as possible.



