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MEMORANDUM

FROM: Phillip D. Davis, Chiefm
L

Solid Waste Branch

SUBJECT: Storm Debris Cleanup

To facilitate the removal of debris resulting from catastrophic natural events, the following guidance is provided and shall
supersede all previous guidance that the Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM) has provided on
this issue in the past. Tam also attaching the Department’s guidance on open burning and emergency disposal following
natural disasters,

+  Regulated solid waste debris resulting from catastrophic natural events should be removed from all impacted areas.

* Vegetative and wood waste, including but not limited to stumps, logs, Hmbs, brush, and leaves, are not regulated
solid waste. NOTE: vegetative and wood wastes described herein whicl: are contaminated with oil or oily
products should be disposed of in a lined landfill approved to accept this waste stream, or destroyed by an air
curtain incinerator meeting the specific conditions deseribed below and with the expressed written approval of the
Department’s Air Division.

* The abandonment of regulated solid waste found in storm debris constitutes establishment of an unauthorized
dump, contrary to the requirements of the Alabama Solid Wastes & Recyclable Materials Management Act,
Unauthorized dumps constitute a nuisance and a public health hazard, can result in additional damage to adjacent
property and structures by creating impediments in sucface water courses which flood, are breeding grounds for
mosquitoes and other disease carrying vectors, are targets for fires set by vandals or careless acts, and encourage
additional illegal disposal with their existence. Accordingly, when establishing a disposal site for vegetative
waste, regulated solid waste shall be excluded. The landowner and/or person(s) responsible for the creation,
contribution to, or operation of an unauthorized dump is responsible for its abatement, whether on public or private

property.

+ Donot place vegetative debris in v;*etlands or standing water.

*  Avoid erosion features or low-lying areas. 1f not possible, ensure no impedance of water flaw.

»  Other agencies, such as FEMA or the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, may have other criteria for the establishment
of a vegetative debris disposal area and it is suggested that these agencies be contacted before a site is authorized

by local governments.

» If burning of the vegetative debris is to take place at these sites, the bumning must comply with the ADEM
“Guidelines for Open Burning of Natural Disaster Debris, July 2010,” a copy of which is attached.

» Vegetative debris disposal locations should be tracked by county officials, and a map showing the locations of
these sites should be sent to the ADEM Solid Waste Branch as soon as cleanup activities have decreased and time
permits.

The ADEM Solid Waste Branch can be contacted at (334) 271-7988 if there are questions regarding debris disposal.
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Emergency Disposal of Debris Resulting from Natural Disasters

July 2010

There 13 sufficient available landfill capacity within Alabama to properly manage the disposal of debris that may be
generated during a natural disaster. However, in certain limited circumstances that may arise following a natural disaster,
the Department acknowledges the unavailability of collection and transportation options may result in the possible need for
emergency disposal sites. In these unusual circumstances, plots of land may be used for the emergency disposal of debris
created during natural disasters that, due to the amount of waste generated, or the unavailability of waste collection
services, would overwhelm the existing solid waste management infrastructure. Under these extrabrdinaxy conditions, the
following guidelines shall apply: |

*  Application for use of an unpermitted site for emergency disposal of debris must be submitted to the ADEM Solid
Waste Branch by a unit of local or state government,

v Sites to be used only for the staging of waste do not need the approval of ADEM prior to use.

+  Sites to be used only for the open burning of waste do not need the approval of ADEM prior to their use, as long as the
ADEM guidelines for open burning of natural disaster debris are followed. Prior to closing the burn site, the operator
of the site must conduct a hazardous waste determination on the ash resulting from open burning and submit that to the
ADEM Environmental Services Branch. ADEM will make a determination if the ash can remain at the site or must be
removed from the site. If regulated solid waste or ash from open burning is disposed of at the site, an environmental
covenant with ADEM in accordance with Division 5 regulations is required.

»  Sites to be used for disposal of regulated solid waste are to be approved by ADEM prior to their use. The actual
location of the site must be submitted to the ADEM Solid Waste Branch, along with any information that may be
known about the site, such as proximity to residences, proximity to drinking water wells and wetlands, surface water
bodies and streams. If the site is located within the 10-foot coastal zone, coordination with Field Operations Division
must be done prior to approval.

*  Nohazardous waste or putrescible waste may be disposed of in these approved emergency disposal sites.
s Waste shall not be placed in groundwater if the site {s excavated. Waste shall not be placed in wetlands,

» The disposal site must be closed in accordance with ADEM reguiations for closure of a permitted
construction/demolition landfill, unless the site was used only for disposal of ash resulting from open burning. For
sites where regulated solid waste was disposed, the owner of the property will be required to conduct post-closure care
of the site for a period of time, to be determined by ADEM based on the types of waste disposed of and the location of
the site, up to 30 years after the site is closed.

*  The entity responsible for the disposal site must report to the ADEM Solid Waste Branch once per month the activities
that have occurred at the site for the previous month. ADEM will specify what is to be reported on a case-by-case
basis.

The use of a site in an emergency situation does not imply that ADEM will approve the site as a permitted landfill,
Following the cessation of emergency disposal activities, the site must comply with the permit application requirements of
ADEM Administrative Code, Division 13 in order to operate as a permanent landfili,
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Guidelines for Open Burning of Natural Disaster Debris

May 2011

These guidelines apply to the open burning of debris resulting from catastrophic natural events.

Only vegetation and untreated wood may be burned. All other materials should be disposed of by burial in a permitted landfill or
asite approved by ADEM for disposal. NOTE: vegetative and wood waste described herein which are contaminated with oil or
oily products is considered regulated solid wasts and should be disposed of in a lined landfill approved to accept this waste
sfrean, |

Open burning, including approval of sites, must be coordinated and supervised by county officials (public health officers, county
engineer, solid waste coordinators, and emergency management officials). A municipality may conduct and supervise its own
open burning, following these guidelines, after approval by a county official,

Open burning of natural disaster debris is exempt from environmental burning bans and do not require permits from the Alabama
Forestry Commission.

Open burning sites should be as distant as possible from occupied dwellings and businesses. Recommended minimum distance is
1000 feet. Prevailing wind direction should be considered to minimize nuisance smoke,

The county, burning site name, entrance location and contact person with telephone number should be telephoned into ADEM at
33472717879 or 271-7897. The location should be given in longitude and latitude numbers as determined by a GPS device. A
form is available from the Air Division for this purpose.

Material to be burned should be as dty as possible. Larger piles consume the debris faster during combustion.

Open burning is best conducted during clear weather, preferably on days with sunshine.

Burning may commence or fuel added to a fire befween 8:00 am & 3:00 pm. Existing fires may burn beyond 3:00 pm,
The use of air curtain incinerators is encouraged and should be considered if one or more of the following situations exist:

a. Extended 24-hour burning is necessary.
b. Accelerated burning is desired,
¢. Smoke is or may become a problem,

Prior to closing the burn site, the operator of the site must conduct a hazardous waste determination on the ash resulting from
open burning and submit that to the ADEM Industrial Hazardous Waste Branch. ADEM will make a determination if the ash can
remain at the site or must be removed from the site,

If ash from open burning or regulated solid waste is disposed of at the site, an environmental covenant with ADEM in accordance
with Division § regulations is required.

Open burning shall ot ocour at a permitted landfill unless approved by the ADEM Solid Waste Branch. Contact the Solid Waste
Branch at 334-271-7988 for details,

ADEM has the authority fo halt or modify any open burning of disaster debris. ADEM contact for open burning is Lud Hoffmann
at 334-271-7879.



STORM DEBRIS OPEN BURNING SITE

Emait COMPLETED form to LCH@adem.state.al.us or call 334/271-7879 or 271-7897 ]

CITY | COUNTY

DATE BURNING TO BEGIN:

DATE BURNING CEASED:

COMPANY::

CONTACT:

TELEPHONE NUMBER:

LOCATION:

NORTHING:

EASTING:

(ATTACH MAP IF GPS COORDINATES NOT AVAILABLE)

COMMENTS:




